March 28, 2018


Assemblymember Arambula, Chair, Assembly Subcommittee #1
Capitol Office, Room 2160
Sacramento, CA  94249-0031
Attn: Nicole Vasquez

Dear Assemblymember Arambula:

On behalf of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Service Center (DHHSC), I am requesting your support for Assemblymember Mullin’s $4.1 million budget augmentation to the California Department of Social Services’ Office of Deaf Access Program (DAP).  DAP constitutes of eight regional service agencies that serve individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, Late Deafened, and Deaf Blind throughout the state of California.  Without this augmentation, DAP is targeted to receive funding cuts, effective July 1st.

[bookmark: _GoBack]These funding cuts affect me and other Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals needing services from DHHSC.  This means less staff availability and I may have to wait longer for appointments.  I cannot go elsewhere to get my service needs met and have the same communication access I have at DHHSC.  I receive direct services from DHHSC staff, and many public places do not provide an interpreter, so I go to DHHSC for information and document translation. 

With the additional $4.1 million, the goal is to bring competitive employment opportunities and additional support services to Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals from linguistically isolated households. DHHSC staff is uniquely qualified to communicate using the languages of American Sign Language and English, and Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals such as myself need these service providers.  Without appropriate funding, DHHSC’s resources to serve our community continue to shrink each year. Augmented funding would enable DHHSC and sister agencies to maintain the operation of our beloved service centers and retain staff who are specialized and qualified to serve us.

Your support for this budget item is critically important to me and other Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals in California. 

Sincerely,

